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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 04884 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL. NATO, FRG 

SUBJECT: NATO PATROL HYDROFOIL MISSILE (NATO PHM) 

REFERENCE: STATE 66442 

1 . IN THE ABSENCE OF BOTH GENERALS BRANDT AND ALTENBURG 
OF THE DEFENSE MINISTRY'S OFFICE OF POLITICAL/MILITARY 
AFFAIRS, WE LEFT WITH COLONELS HANSEN AND SCHMIDT-PETRI 
OF THAT OFFICE A NON-PAPER CONTAINING THE TEXT (WITH 
NON-SUBSTANTIVE EDITORIAL CHANGES) OF POINTS A THROUGH 
F OF PARA THREE OF REFTEL. 

2. COLONEL SCHMIDT-PETRI EMPHASIZED THAT THE GERMAN 
GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY DECIDED TO PRODUCE THE GERMAN 
S-143A PATROL BOAT, AND THAT, IN HIS VIEW, US-FRG 
COOPERATION IN PHM PRODUCTION WAS VIRTUALLY OUT OF THE 
QUESTION. HE SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH THE BUNDESTAG WOULD 
DISCUSS THE S-143A ON MARCH 17, IT WAS NOT A QUESTION 

OF THE BUNDESTAG'S DECIDING FOR OR AGAINST PRODUCTION 
OF THIS GERMAN BOAT (AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 2, E OF 
REFTEL). RATHER, THE BUNDESTAG WOULD HEAR THE RESULTS 
OF A GERMAN CONSULTING FIRM'S REPORT ON THE SOUNDNESS 
OF THE S-143A'S HULL DESIGN. SINCE THE REPORT WAS 
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FAVORABLE AND INDICATED THAT PROBLEMS WITH THE HULL 
WERE NOT MAJOR, SCHMIDT-PETRI FELT THAT, BEYOND ANY 
REASONABLE DOUBT, THE BUNDESTAG WOULD SIMPLY CONFIRM 
THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT'S PREVIOUS DECISION TO PRODUCE 
THE S-143A. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, HANSEN AND SCHMIDT-PETRI INDICATED 
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THAT THEY WOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING THE INFORMATION WE 
HAD PROVIDED THEM TO THE ATTENTION OF MINISTER APEL 
AND OTHER SENIOR DEFENSE MINISTRY OFFICIALS. 

MEEHAN 
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